Strong Middle School Band 

	CATEGORY
	SUPERIOR-5
	EXCELLENT-4
	AVERAGE-3
	BELOW AVERAGE-2
	NEEDS IMPROVEMENT-1

	Tone Quality
	Tone is consistently

focused, clear, and centered throughout

the range of the instrument. Tone has excellent quality.
	Tone is focused,

clear and centered

through the normal

playing range of the instrument. Extremes in range sometimes cause tone to be less controlled. Tone quality typically does not detract from the performance.
	Tone is often

focused, clear and centered, but

sometimes the tone is uncontrolled in the normal playing range. Extremes in

range are usually

uncontrolled.

Occasionally the

tone quality detracts from overall performance.
	The tone is often not

focused, clear or centered regardless

of the range being played, significantly

detracting from the overall performance.
	Tone is poor

and airy. Little

attention is paid

to proper

embouchure or

quality of tone.

	Rhythm
	The beat is secure

and the rhythms are

accurate for the style of music being played. The student is able to demonstrate

subdivision

independently.
	The beat is secure

and the rhythms are mostly accurate. There are a few duration errors. The

student is able to

demonstrate

subdivision with

limited coaching.
	The beat is

somewhat erratic.

Some rhythms are accurate. Frequent or repeated duration

errors. The student is able to

demonstrate

subdivision with

coaching.
	The beat is usually erratic and rhythms

are seldom accurate

detracting

significantly from the overall performance. The student has little knowledge of subdivision.
	Rhythms are

incorrect and

show little

evidence of

subdivision.

Rhythmic pulse

is nonexistent.

	Pitch
	Virtually no errors.

pitch is very

accurate.
	An occasional

isolated error, but

most of the time

pitch is accurate and secure.
	Some accurate

pitches, but there are frequent and/or repeated errors.
	Very few accurate or

secure pitches.
	The tonic and

dominant

relationships are

unrecognizable.

	Intonation
	Normal register

pitches are in tune.

Advanced register

pitches are consistently out of

tune.
	Normal register

pitches are in tune.

Advanced register

pitches are consistently out of

tune.
	Specific pitches are consistently out of tune.
	Normal register

pitches are

consistently out of tune.
	There is very

little relative

tonality between

passages.

	Fingerings
	Student demonstrate

advanced knowledge

of appropriate

fingerings.
	Student demonstrate

excellent knowledge

of appropriate

fingerings with

minimal prompt
	Student demonstrate

average knowledge

of appropriate

fingerings. Student regularly confuses enharmonic notes in upper or lower range.
	Student rarely uses appropriate

fingerings for

accidentals. The student can look up

fingerings

successfully when prompted.
	Student does

not demonstrate

any knowledge

of fingerings

outside of the

key. Student is

not able to use a

fingering chart

to look up fingerings.

	CATEGORY
	SUPERIOR-5
	EXCELLENT-4
	AVERAGE-3
	BELOW AVERAGE-2
	NEEDS IMPROVEMENT-1

	Musicianship
	Student performs

with a creative

nuance and style in

response to the score with limited

coaching.
	Student typically

performs with

nuance and style that is indicated in the score or which is suggested by

instructor or peer.
	Student sometimes

performs with

nuance and style that is indicated in the score or which is suggested by

instructor or peer.
	Student rarely

demonstrates

expression and style. Just plays the notes.
	Student does

not demonstrate

any evidence of

musicianship.

	Preparation
	Student's

performance

indicates regular and sustained practice outside of class, with great attention to areas of difficulty.
	Student's

performance

indicates regular

practice outside of

class with some

attention to areas of difficulty.
	Student's

performance

indicates some

practice outside of class, but with little attention to areas of difficulty.
	Student's

performance

indicates there is very little practice outside of class.
	Student's

performance

indicates no

independent

preparation

	Improvement
	Student has

improved

tremendously

throughout the year

and has made

outstanding strides

on their instrument.

Areas of range and

technical ability have expanded

considerably.
	Student has improved and

increased both range and technical ability.
	N/A
	Student has

improved but show little growth in

understanding or technical ability.
	Student has not

Improved playing ability or musical

understanding


